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Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy: Sacrosanctum Concilium. 

  The beginning I found to be rather boring and useless. As with most doctrine the 

first sections ramble on about reasons for the importance of the document without getting 

into any form of doctrine.  Mainly this is found in the 4 points of the introduction.  

 In reading this document, I must say that I have learned a new way to understand 

the use of liturgy. Since moving to Georgia in 2008 and began to attend a Methodist 

church this was my introduction to the understanding of liturgy. Liturgy to my limited 

understanding meant the use of scripture and nothing more. I was introduced to the new 

revised lectionary with the 3-year plan known as years A, B, and C. In this lectionary 

year A begins with the first gospel in the Synoptic Gospel, Matthew, year B invokes the 

Gospel Mark, and year C concludes with the Gospel Luke. While attending Point 

University working on my B.A. in Biblical Studies with a dual major in Preaching 

Ministry I came to love the new revised lectionary in preparing my sermons for class. Yet 

here in this document I have come to understand liturgy is not only the use of scripture 

but also rather the way and how the church is to worship.  

 One thing that caught my eye is the noting of the use of language. It is my 

understanding the up until this document was written all liturgies were to be spoken in 

Latin, or as they Catholics refer to it, the “Mother Tongue.” So now the option of which 

native tongue was to be used was left up to the council of a certain geographic location. 

Yet when all else fails always refer back to the “Mother language” meaning Latin.  
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 The next parts of this document deals with the notion of the sacraments. The main 

notion deals with the “Eucharist.” What I do not see or maybe I have missed is the notion 

of all of the sacraments such as baptism, marriage, death, and confirmation. The main 

theme of this document seems to be focused on the use of language. The notion that it is 

now ok to not use just Latin but rather it is now ok to use the native tongue of the location 

of the parish. In all of this I do understand that in the year in which this document was 

released this was a new and major notion in the Catholic Church. While now this seems 

like a relic. I must also note that I love also that the writer of this document does not 

leave anyone out as I noted even letting the choir know the language they are to use when 

they sing. No one is left out I love this notion.  

 The next section deals with the “Liturgical Year.” Though this section seems to be 

rather long in statements and points to really not say anything new or offer any new way 

of performing of the sacraments in the liturgical year. This section only seems to remind 

the clergy on what they are to do, when they are to do it, and how they are to still be 

doing it. Again this section seems to stress the notion of the use of the sacraments, their 

uses, times when they are to be done in the liturgical year, and their importance to current 

times as well as the times of the Apostles. The practices of Lent seems also to be a large 

focal point, one thing that stuck out to me is the notion that this time is not so much 

internal or individual but rather external and communal. I am not sure I have seen this 

notion before in this document stressing the notion of communal except in the use of the 

native tongue of any local region.  

 Sacred Music, wow they did not forget anything. Again one thing that strikes me 

here in this section is the use of language. I love the notion in point number 113:  



James Bowman Harris  3

“Liturgical worship is given a more noble form when the divine offices are 

celebrated solemnly in song, with the assistance of sacred ministers and the active 

participation of the people. 

As regards the language to be used, the provisions of Art. 36 are to be observed; 

for the Mass, Art. 54; for the sacraments, Art. 63; for the divine office. Art. 101.” 

  Language is stressed heavily. One other notion is the training of anyone on but 

especially boys in point number 115: 

“Great importance is to be attached to the teaching and practice of music in 

seminaries, in the novitiates and houses of study of religious of both sexes, and 

also in other Catholic institutions and schools. To impart this instruction, 

teachers are to be carefully trained and put in charge of the teaching of sacred 

music. 

It is desirable also to found higher institutes of sacred music whenever this can be 

done. 

Composers and singers, especially boys, must also be given a genuine liturgical 

training.” 

All in all, the main points seem to focus not so much on changing the way worship or 

liturgy is performed, it focuses on the use of language.  

 The final section discusses the use of “Sacred Art and Sacred Furnishings,” a 

topic I find rather funny. But as I mentioned earlier His Holiness Pope Paul VI did not 

leave any stone unturned in his preparing of this document.  

Nairobi Statement on Worship and Culture:  
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 No matter what the culture, worship is a beautiful and wonderful experience. The 

first notion of the importance of worship comes from the New Testament. In Luke 

chapter 19 beginning at verse 29, we see in scripture the account of Luke on Jesus’ 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Luke goes on to give us starting in verse 37 though 40 the 

importance that Jesus places on worship:  

 “As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole 

multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds 

of power that they had seen, saying, 

‘Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!’ 

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to 

stop.”  He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 

Worship begins the process of individuals to center themselves in preparation of hearing 

and receiving the word of God. I believe strongly that worship often reaches the heart of 

an individual more so than any preaching. Worship is one if not the most important part 

of any Christian service. Another thought I have regarding the importance of worship is 

that worship can take place in several ways, in an abundance of spaces, in community or 

individual, in spoken word, dance, music, and song. Often I have some of my most 

wonderful worship experience alone in my car singing (badly) to some of my favorite 

hymns. I can find myself just as close to God in my car in this moment as I can in church. 

I think you may now know just how much I love the worship experience yet I am not 

alone in this notion.  
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 Worship as transcultural: no matter what culture someone comes from if they 

proclaim to be Christian, then Christ died, Christ rose, and Christ is coming again. In this 

statement alone it does not matter if one sees Christ as an image of a White man with 

blonde hair and blue eyes or as the Middle Eastern Jewish man that he actually was it is 

the fact that the actions of Christ are the same. No matter where you are around the world 

when Christians gather to share in the Eucharist we all understand the mystery of faith, 

the elements represent the body and blood of Christ and the partaking is done “in the 

remembrance of him.” On World Communion Sunday as we shared in the Eucharist with 

our brothers and sisters from around the world at my home church, Kirkwood United 

Church of Christ, we are blessed with having members from different parts of the world. 

During the Eucharist liturgy it was spoken in several different native tongues yet the 

meaning was all the same. One of our members is from Germany, one from Kenya, and 

one from Russia so all of these members shared in presenting the elements. This to me 

shows us just how much worship is transcultural.  

 Worship as contextual seems to place the practice of worship under a microscope. 

In order for worship to valued and seen even as worship or the “elements borrowed from 

local culture should always undergo critique and purification, which can be achieved 

through the use of biblical typology.” (3.6) The notion of purification is very leading 

notion that not all worship is holy enough for God yet I wonder, if rocks cried out, how 

purified would that be? I have a huge issue with the use of this word or even to be as 

bold, the whole statement found in point 3.6. Worshiping God is simply an individual 

expression of praise to God. While this notion of “contextual” also referrers to the 

understanding of practices yet who are we to critique or purify any other cultures way of 
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doing worship. In this notion, I remember from my younger years that my home church, 

East Ruskin Pentecostal Church of God preached that unless you do worship like we did, 

you were doing it wrong and it was not pleasing to God. This statement is wrong as I 

come to understand as I matured.  

 Worship as Counter-cultural. In this we see a call for social justice to happen 

around the globe. As Christians we are call to bring about a change in society to being an 

end to dehumanizing of individuals. Scripture is our guide in which to bring about this 

change.   

 Worship as Cross-Cultural. Worship seems to be the word used to welcome all 

into the body of Christ by virtue of Baptism. Yet this section seems strange here as it 

follows counter-cultural where it states that certain cultural practices needs to be purified. 

In this section it is saying that the church/Body of Christ can benefit from counter-

cultural practices.  It goes on to say, “Care should be taken that the music, art, 

architecture, gestures and postures, and other elements of different cultures are 

understood and respected when used by churches elsewhere around the world.” (5.2) In 

this I find there is a discord between sections 3.6 and 5.2.  

 All in all, we see in this document all of the different forms of how worship is 

used in the local church as well as the global church. The main point is that all of worship 

is driven by accepting of our differences to see that we can learn and benefit from each 

other to worship God in full spirit and truth.  
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Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry 

(Lima, 1982)  

 To begin to read this document it is interesting to note of how much this sounds 

like a statement of faith like those of the many centuries before such as the Council of 

Chalcedon. Here we have another church council review the practices of churches 

worldwide then debate what is right and what is wrong. This is apparent in the discussion 

of the themes of “infant and believer’s baptism.” So here it was 1982 and again the 

church finds itself in the mist of debate on key sacraments. I guess something’s will never 

change after all look at all the uproar over ordination or for that matter marriage for 

LGBT.   

Baptism:  

From my earliest memories of Baptism, I have always understood it to represent 

our life in Christ. It is our way of participating in His life, death, and resurrection. This is 

why it has taken me so long to understand the concept of sprinkling or pouring water on 

the head. Even the Greek work for Baptism means to fully submerge. I do still not fully 

understand how the earliest notion of Baptism to represent us participating in the death, 

burial, and resurrection of Christ is shown by sprinkling instead of submerging fully.  

 I am also on the fence still on the Baptism of Infants. I understand the notion in 

which the practice began and why. Priests were using the rapid death of infants to scare 

parents into paying for their child to be baptized. Another use of sprinkling was when a 

Christian nation would conquer a pagan/barbaric nation sprinkling the defeated people in 

order to say they were converted to Christianity. The notion of simply sprinkling water 
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on someone’s head does not convert their heart. In section B Conversion, pardoning, and 

cleansing the writer talks about how John’s baptism was that of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. “Thus those baptized are pardoned, cleansed, and sanctified by 

Christ, and are given as part of their baptismal experience a new ethical orientation under 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit.” How could individuals who simply walk under a tree 

and sprinkled with water does not give them a new ethical orientation? I understand that 

this document was written in 1982 long after all of this happened. What I do not 

understand is how does an infant receive this new ethical orientation?   

 Another understanding I have regarding Baptism is that once an individual has 

been baptized they are now fully welcomed into the life of the church. In this notion I can 

accept the baptism of infants. Before the Baptism questions are asked of the parents as 

well as the members of the church regarding the care of the infant then once the baptism 

is complete the infant is presented to the congregation, as they are welcomed into the 

community. In this same way a believer’s baptism takes place in much the same way. 

They are asked if they renounce sin just as the guardian of the infant is. So rather infant 

or believer the beginning of their life in the community starts at baptism.  

Eucharist:  

As we have seen in the other two documents the Eucharist plays a large part in 

Christian worship. Just like the sacrament of Baptism one participates in the life, death, 

and resurrection of Christ, the Eucharist does as well. Like Baptism taking of the 

Eucharist is not something one does in vain or takes lightly. The importance of the 

sacraments may differ from individual to individual; partaking of the Eucharist is one of 

great importance to me. There is something special to me in hearing of the words “this is 
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my body broken for you.” This part shows me that like me Christ suffered just as I do. 

His body was not only whipped but his spirit was broken. This is apparent as we read of 

his praying in the Garden of Gethsemane. When someone’s spirit is broken to that level 

of despair it is felt within the body as a whole. In taking of the bread we are taking part in 

this same brokenness. Then we partake in the cup, this cup of his blood that was shed for 

our salvation. I remember the song I sang as a child, “he paid a debt he did not owe, I 

owed a debt I could not pay” a powerful concept. Christ came willing to die for lost 

people to reconcile us to God. That is a powerful thing, so powerful to me that the 

Eucharist holds a very special place in my heart. While the Catholic Church limits who 

may participate in the Eucharist, I love the concept of the open table. In my church we 

have a saying that I love and believe, “This is God’s table and at God’s table, Everyone, 

Everyone, Everyone, is welcomed here” and that is how it should be everywhere.  

Ministry:  

“The word ministry in its broadest sense denotes the service to which the whole 

people of God is called, whether as individuals, as a local community, or as the universal 

Church. Ministry or ministries can also denote the particular institutional forms which 

this service may take.”1 In this statement alone sums up what ministry is and how it 

should be. Every Christian is called by God to some form of ministry in the Body of 

Christ. Paul wrote that not all of us were given the same gift yet different gifts yet all are 

to be use to glorify God and to build up the Body of Christ. The sum of this section goes 

on and on about ordained ministry and to me it is a bunch of blah, blah, blah. No matter if 

someone is ordained or not, we are all called into ministry.  

																																																								
1 Ministry: Section II 7b.  
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 All of these documents have a few things in common, the sacraments of Baptism, 

Eucharist, and Ministry. What language we are to use? It can be in the native tongue but 

when all else fails, refer back to Latin. This seems to be the main concern of the 

Sacrosanctum Concilium while we are doing worship or church. No matter if someone is 

preaching, teaching, or singing we are to observe the language used in order to do it. 

While the two other documents focus more so on what these sacraments mean and how 

they are to be performed and who is allowed to administer them, not much focus is given 

on the language. All in all, I have to say that I found all three of these documents painful 

to read, as it seems like all they do is repeat the same stuff over and over again. It seems 

as if the Church has been reviewing these same issues for centuries while other topics of 

much more importance are not as focused on. I wonder, was John the Baptist ordained so 

that he could baptize or when at the final Passover when Jesus said, “Do this in 

remembrance of me” he really meant only if someone ordained blesses the elements first. 

While I do understand the office of ordained ministry and the importance of it, I do not 

think that it really matters to God or Christ who blesses the elements when they are taken 

to participate in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. I think it is more important the 

sincerity in which one does it and the message it speaks from the heart. In this notion is 

how I feel that we are all called into ministry to uplift and build up the body of Christ.  

 It is interesting to note that while I was attending Point University my preaching 

Professor asked me to offer the Eucharist to the students I was traveling with to a 

conference. I was shocked by this and told him that I was not yet ordained. He asked me 

if I was born again baptized Christian who believed in Christ. I told him I was and did. 

He then said to me, that is all you need to be in order to offer the body and blood of Jesus 
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to a lost and dying world as well as other believers. After all Christ said for us to go and 

make disciples, he did not say, “Oh but you have to be ordained to do so.” This has stuck 

with me and it is something I believe. Yet I will also say that I do still stand behind the 

privilege and call of an ordained minister as I am currently working toward my own 

ordination to offer the sacraments. But I am not so wrapped up in this notion to tell 

someone else that just because they are not ordained they cannot offer Christ to others.  

 Out of the three documents, I liked the one on Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry 

the best. To me it was the only one of the three that offered a clear case as to who is to 

offer these sacraments to others.   

   
  

 


