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 “Marriage is the primordial human institution, a reality that existed long 

before the establishment of what we now know as the state,” a quote found in The 

Two Shall Become One Flesh: Reclaiming Marriage. A firm statement based on 

the biblical belief that is centered on the institution of marriage. In a stable and 

productive society marriage is the base foundation. Moral decline has weakened 

the image and sanctity of marriage. Some Christians have taken a teleological 

approach to marriage in accepting the teachings of the times. Robin W. Lovin 

says “religious leaders become concerned that Christians are too legalistic and 

inflexible, applying moral rules rigidly and driving people away from the church 

with their judgmental attitudes.”1 The lack of commitment to marriage seen in 

the divorce rates, unwed mothers, the use of contraceptives for recreational 

sexual intercourse, abortion, non-wed collaborated living, and same-sex 

marriages speaks to producing the best balance of good over evil. In other words, 

it is best to go with the flow than to be seen as a radical or discriminating. Yet, we 

must reclaim the truth about marriage. We must remain faithful to our Christian 

tradition that is based on scripture. We are to maintain our deontological ethics; 

this is our Christian duty no matter the cost. “Even the most rigorous 

deontologist has to admit, however, that applying the rules is not simple. Rules 

																																																								
1	Robin W. Lovin, Christian Ethics: An Essential Guide (Nashville: Abingdon 
Press, 2000), 41. 
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provide a stable and certain starting point for our moral evaluations.”2 Marriage 

is between a man and a woman as designed by God.  

“Knowing the rules is a way of understanding how our choices about the 

good life have to be structured. If we ignore them, we may build a way of 

life that is superficially attractive and gets us things that we want in the 

short run, but that will collapse under its own weight long before we arrive 

at the happiness in relationship with God and with other people, that is the 

real goal of the moral life.”3 

This real happiness for a just and stable society living in harmony with God and 

others is built on a biblically structured marriage.  

 Jesus teaches in the Gospel of Mark that when a man and woman are 

joined together in the institution of marriage they become one flesh. This echoes 

the creation story founded in Genesis. Christians see marriage as a scriptural 

truth and a tradition that is sacred. Yet in this sacred tradition comes the 

understanding the marriage is to “be fruitful and multiply.”  The great German 

ethicist, Immanuel Kant, expressed the power of moral principle when he said, 

“Two things fill my mind with ever-increasing wonder and awe: The starry 

heavens above me and the moral law within me.”4 Christian’s moral obligation 

centers around marriage and procreation. Sexual unions are not something that 

is to be taking out of wedlock or simply for personal pleasure but rather it is to be 

respected and revered for its potential for new life. This new life, first and 

																																																								
2	Ibid, 42 
3	Ibid, 57 
4	http://josephsoninstitute.org/business/blog/2011/02/3-sources-of-moral-
obligation	
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foremost, is a gift from God. As both male and female are created in the image of 

God, “God created humanity in God’s own image, in the divine image God created 

them, male and female God created them”5 all sexual acts rather good or bad 

have an effect on this divine image. Today’s contraceptive mentality not only has 

diminished the sanctity of marriage but has also turned sexual union into an act 

of purely recreational pleasure. The Bible also teaches that our sexuality can be 

properly fulfilled only in the secure garden of delights we call marriage though 

sin disturbs it. Outside the bounds of marriage, sex is like luscious fruit that God 

has said is not for us, it does damage instead of good. Scripture commands 

against sex outside of marriage, the Apostle Paul warns against this: 

“Now, about what you wrote: “It’s good for a man not to have sex with a 

woman.” Each man should have his own wife, and each woman should 

have her own husband because of sexual immorality. The husband should 

meet his wife’s sexual needs, and the wife should do the same for her 

husband. The wife doesn’t have authority over her own body, but the 

husband does. Likewise, the husband doesn’t have authority over his own 

body, but the wife does.”6 

Traditional scriptural marriage is no longer a basis for procreation. Women are 

now more than ever having children out of wedlock. Same-sex couples are hiring 

surrogates to mother children for them. This degrades our common culture and 

degrades the institution of marriage. “We cannot reclaim marriage unless we 

																																																								
5	All scripture will come from the Common English Bible, unless other wise 
noted.  
6	See	I	Corinthians	7:	1‐4	(CEB)	
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reclaim the clear Christian witness that our sexual desire must be ordered to their 

proper end: male-female union in the context of marriage.”7  

 Christian teachings for centuries have proclaimed the biblical morals of 

marriage that works along with the views of deontological theories. Marriage is a 

union between a man and a woman that beings them together as one flesh. In this 

union the moral command to be fruitful is giving. As it is proper and scriptural 

through marriage a sexual union is formed out of respect knowing that both male 

and female are created in the perfect image of God. Children are the natural 

result of this perfect union as fitting to God. The use of contraception is to go 

against the moral obligation to the command “be fruitful and multiply” in the 

union of marriage.    

 Marriage is the base of a good society as created by God. In creation this 

understanding of marriage and community came into being. “Then the Lord God 

said, ‘It’s not good that the human is alone. I will make him a helper that is 

perfect for him’…the Lord God fashioned a woman and brought her to the human 

being…This is the reason that a man leaves his father and mother and embraces 

his wife, and they become one flesh.”8 God saw that in created man, his being 

alone was not good thus creating the woman to form the union of male and 

female, “the coming-together of a man and woman in a binding union of mutual 

support as one of the glories of the human race. Marriage is the primordial 

human institution, a reality that existed long before the establishment of what we 

																																																								
7	http://www.firstthings.com/article/2015/03/the-two-shall-become-one-flesh-
reclaiming-marriage-2	
8	See Genesis 2:18, 22b, 24 (CEB)	
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now know as the state.”9 This union calls us beyond our own selfishness that the 

modern contraceptive society and divorce has led us into. Christians must restore 

the union of marriage that is designed by God to create a fuller community.  

 Marriage is not only a union between a man and a woman, but also with 

God and the church. God is the author of marriage thus God joins man and 

woman together with each other and also to God. In this we see the union words 

and God’s blessing pronounced on the union. Martin Luther reminds us of Paul’s 

words in Ephesians 5:32, “Marriage is a significant allegory, and I’m applying it 

to Christ and the church,” that the estate of marriage truly signifies such a great 

reality. God gives of God self to man to be his and in return man gives himself to 

woman to be hers. In this we see that through union of marriage God is joined to 

man and woman as the church.  

 While protecting the institute of marriage is not an easy task for 

Christians, as deontological ethicists would agree. Yet for moral obligation alone 

it must be protected. Marriage is the very base for a good and just society. The 

institution of marriage has existed as long as creation and is designed by God to 

join together man and woman as one flesh.   

																																																								
9	http://www.firstthings.com/article/2015/03/the-two-shall-become-one-flesh-
reclaiming-marriage-2	


